There is always more or less disturbance of the general system accompanying this complaint, which should be regarded as the effects of the disease, and not as the exciting cause.
Abscess of the jaws originates most frequently within the internal cavity of a tooth; it may, however, occasionally take place from mechanical violence within the alveolus; and still more rarely from a conjoined inflammation of the gum, the periosteum of a fang, and of the alveolus. All cases that may occur from other causes, if not entirely unique in themselves, are decidedly anomalous in their character, and should not be regarded as having any relation to the common abscess of the jaws save in their location and general appearance.
Up to the time that Thomas Bell published his excellent work on the teeth, this disease was generally designated by the name of "gum-boil." ''The very name," says Mr. Bell, "is at once a proof of the mistaken notion commonly entertained respecting its nature, and the means of perpetuating the error. The gum is in fact only secondarily affected, the cause being invariably seated within the alveolus." He therefore proposed, "to call it alveolar abscess as more correctly designating its true nature and situation."* A term which was at once adopted by the profes- The first symptom of the disease is a soreness of the tooth or fang that may be involved. This soreness commences soon after the injury has been inflicted, and gradually increases until the gum and face begin to swell^ and then the symptoms and progress of the disease are precisely the same as where it originated from a discharge from the dental cavity, save that in some cases the location of the abscess is more particularly confined to the gum itself.
Thus having briefly pointed out the peculiarities that are usual in abscess of the jaws when occasioned by mechanical injuries, I will pass on to a farther description of the same disease when it originates.
From a conjoined inflammation of the gum and alveolo-dental membrane.?This form of abscess invariably originates in the edge of the gum, and is most generally induced by the violent irritation to which this part of the gum is exposed in all cases Treatment of Abscess of the Jaws.
The treatment of this disease may be divided into the preventive, the palliative and the radical.
The preventive treatment, where the disease is originating from the suppuration of the dental nerve, consists in trepanning or drilling the tooth as soon as matter is formed; the opening should be large enough to admit the free escape of the discharge, and should be made where the bone is thinnest, between the cavity and the external surface; the matter may then be completely dislodged by probing the cavity with a very small silver sound. 
